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THE LEPROSY THE BIBLE 


Hansen’s Disease Was Not Known Biblical Times and 


Has Not The Slightest Resemblance Zaraath 
Tas, M.D. 


Dept. Dermatology Venereology 


Mayer Rothschild Hadassah University Hospital 


Foreword: important paper 
presented Dr. Tas the Sevenih 
International Congress the History 
Science Jerusalem, August 1953. 
was published the Proceedings 
that Congress, and reprinted here with 
permission the author. 

Dr. Tas native Amsterdam and 
medicine there. specialized 
dermatology and saw his 
Hansen’s disease from the then Dutch 
East and West Indies. says, “In Am- 
Hansen’s disease patients were 
hospitalized dermato- 
logical cases the same ward and 
learned there have fear the 
child, Dr. Tas studied the 
Bible and later Hebrew literature, and 
student learned speak modern 
Hebrew fluently. After finishing his 
specialization Amsterdam 1939, 
went Palestine where started 
working with the Hadassah Medical 
Organization, which capacity has 
had constant contact with patients. 
the founding the State Israel 
1948, the Moravian (HD) hospital 
came under government supervision 
and Dr. Tas was placed charge the 
Hansen’s Hospital Talbieh, 
lem, for the first year. Editor 


The dread with which the layman 
regards leprosy due not only the 
consequences the disease itself but 
also the unusual, stringent regula- 
tions laid down the Bible for its vic- 
tims. therefore practical well 
historical importance determine 
whether the disease describ- 
the Bible the same know 
today Hansen’s disease. all Bible 
translations the word Zaraath render- 
leprosy. Many dermatologists and 
writers medical history (e.g. Daniels- 
sen and and Preuss-2) 
this translation correct. Others, e.g. 
Lie-4 and Katzenelsohn-3, 
view. Alternative diagnoses proposed 
are syphilis, vitiligo and fungous dis- 
eases. 

The question now is: Can 
recognized with reasonable 
degree certainty from the Biblical 
description Zaraath? The first 
ficulty the interpretation the text. 
Among the very first sentences (Levi- 
ticus, Chapter XIII, Verse word 
‘pahereth’ mentioned. This word 
curs often, and one the symptoms 
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Jerusalem, Israel 


zaraath. The meaning perhaps 
white shining spot, but trans- 
lated the Dutch Statenbybei white 
blister. The word ‘seeth’ the same 
tuagint), ulcer (Onkelos), macuie 
(Mishna) 
translations) 

These examples the difficulty 
the textual interpretation are given 
show the pitfalls. There are the text 
other words such ‘mihjah’, which are 
even more obscure. 

Thus probably better not rely 
the text but only those parts which 
are not subject controversial trans- 
lation. 

The first conclusion which can safely 
drawn from the Bible text that 
disease group diseases, which can 
not only man but also walls 
houses and objects leather, wool 
linen. 

One diagnostic criterion zaraath 
man which arises clearly out the 
text the presence white hairs to- 
gether with apparent depression 
the skin. these two symptoms are pres- 
the person suffers from zaraath. 
Further observation unnecessary, and 
the person pronounced unclean. 

whitening the hairs and 
depression the skin are not symptoms 
Hansen’s disease. When Hansen’s dis- 
ease affects the hair, leads alopecia 
and not change colour. Depres- 
sion the skin may occasionally occur 
Hansen’s disease, late atrophic 
stage, but not combined with whit- 
ening hairs these are shed. 

eruption ‘beharoth’, possibly meaning 
white shining spots, which, tending 
spread, are zaraath. these ‘be- 
haroth’, however, are ‘khaike’, perhaps 
slightly white, dull dark, the suf- 
ferer clean. 

Although difficult know ex- 
actly what meant this eruption, 
tion Hansen’s disease. The priest had 
see the patient after week and after 
this period observation decide 
the eruption was spreading. Hansen’s 
disease, however very chronic dis- 
ease and does significant 
stressed that mention made the 


(most modern 


typical lion face that results, blindness, 
the loss sensitivity, paralysis, hoarse- 
ness and most important all, the 
terrible mutilations. Not these 
found the Bible. 

With due allowance for difficulties 
the text may conclude that Han- 
disease has not the 
semblance zaraath. 

How then did zaraath come 
disease? 

The explanation found the 
Septuagint. This Greek transiation 
the Bible (by Jewish authors, made 
lated zaraath leprosy. From the Sep- 
tuagint the translation leprosy passed 
into the Vulgate and then into other 
bible translations. 

The Greek word “lepra” the time 
the Septuagint indicated scaling 
skin disease not much importance, 
such perhaps psoriasis some other 
scaling disease, (Psoriasis know 
was still called leprosy the der- 
literature the 19th century 
Bateman-8, 
disease apparently was not 
known ancient Greece descrip- 
tions suggestive the disease have come 
down from those days. later 
Hansen’s disease was described 
under the name 
the Middle Ages, the name leprosy was 
given Hansen’s disease the trans- 
lators the Arab physicians into Latin 
the name elephantiasis had already 
been given the filariasis today-7, 
8,9,12,13. This tradition still exists 
cur days, for synonyms for Hansen’s 
disease are: lepra Arabum, sive elephan- 
tiasis Graecorum. 


should venture state that Hansen’s 
disease was not known Biblical times. 
The symptoms this disease are 
characteristic even for layman that 
remarkable that the striking features 
would have never been mentioned. 

ancient Egypt Hansen’s disease was 
probably unknown. rule the Ebers 
papyrus cited prove that Hansen’s 
existed the second millen- 
nium 

Because the importance the 
question the existence Hansen’s 
ancient for our problem 
the pertinent translation from the Ebers 
papyrus will quoted here: “When 

page 
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from page 

‘hou meetest large tumour the God 
Xensu any part the limb 
loathsome and suffers many 
pustules come forth; something arises 
therein though wind were it, caus- 
ing irritation. The tumour calls with 
loud voice thee: ‘Is not like the 
loathsome pustules?’ mottles 
the skin and makes figures. All the 
limbs are like those which are affected. 
Then say thou: ‘it tumour the 
God Xensu. thou nothing there 
against,’ Weymouth, the writer 
“Through the Leper-Squint,” book 
history leprosy, concludes: 
show beyond any doubt that 
was known ancient Egypt.’ 
hope you allow remain very 
doubtful indeed. has been suggested 
that signs Hansen’s disease have been 
found mummies, but has 
pointed out how insufficient the 
evidence. The older Indian and Chinese 
descriptions said denote Hansen’s dis- 
ease are also not convincing according 
and Wong Chimin-17 
respectively. The first good descriptions 
Hansen’s disease not appear until 
the first Christian centuries, both 
the West well the East. 

may taken for granted that 
the word leprosy the Septuagint and 
therefore the other Bible translations, 
meant only innocuous ailment, 
may asked why such stringent meas- 
ures isolation were prescribed. Many 
authorities medical history argue in- 
deed that zaraath must have been lep- 
rosy syphilis, virtue the strict 
measures against it. 

Those authors err opinion be- 
cause they apply modern epidemiologi- 
cal notions world which did not 
think along such lines. the whole 
pertinent chapter Leviticus not 
word spoken disease healing, 
but only cleansing. obviously 
uncleanliness cultic sense, and not 
contagious disease the modern sense. 
Hence, according Jewish law, the 
rules concerning zaraath (such exami- 
nation and isolation) are only appli- 
cable Jews-18, non-Jews living the 
same community are exempt from them. 

Even today not strange for pa- 
tients with skin ailment consider- 
unclean. Witness the reaction the 
contagious skin diseases. more con- 
crete proof this attitude that re- 
cruits suffering from innocuous but un- 
esthetic skin diseases are rejected 
several armies, including the Israeli. 

summary, may conclude that 
the description Zaraath the Bible 
has not the slightest resemblance 
Hansen’s: disease and that Hansen’s dis- 
was very probably unknown 
times and did not make its ap- 
pearance until the late pre-Christian era. 

The unfortunate notion that zaraath 
Hansen’s disease has semantic basis 
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only, the word leprosy has been used 
for different diseases during the course 
time, 
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MODERN CONCEPTS 
“It not apparent that the dis- 
ease call leprosy anything 
specifically referred the Bi- 
ble. tragic that the words 
lepra and leprosy should ever have 
been attached the disease 
now know those names, for 
with the names have gone all the 
giousness and fear that 
victims the disease today,” 
Harry Arnold, M.D., 
Charles Thomas, Springfield, 
Illinois 


MEDIC (TV) EPISODE 


MEDIC, popular weekly television 
show, planning shooting film 
Hansen’s disease sometime No- 
vember, according information given 
THE STAR MEDIC’s creator, 
Tames Moser Hollywood. Mr. 
Moser promised keep touch with 
the actual release date and 
turn will keep our readers posted. 
From other sources, have learned 
that MEDIC has mind shoot the 
episode either Carville Hale 
Mohalu, depending, course, upon 
permission from officialdom and several 
other factors. Hale Hawaii’s com- 
munity for Hansen’s disease near the 
city Honolulu. 

MEDIC, which dramatizes highly 
technical aspects medical problems, 
sponsored Dow Chemical Company, 
Midland, Michigan. Mr. Arthur Smith, 
director Dow’s Public Relations 
whom wrote expres- 
sing our concern about the proper treat- 
ment the Hansen’s disease episode, 
replied: “Straight education without 
drama has not been able sustain 


pretty well out production 
and save our ‘discussion’ for the pinches, 
any.” Mr. Smith explained that the 
Angeles County Medical Associa- 
tion supplies technical supervision for 
MEDIC and when necessary ‘wields 
that contact the 
president, Dr, Philip Sampson and 
also Mr. Moser. 

The advance publicity the 
episode indicates that 
harbor the traditional notions engen- 
dered the words “leprosy” and “lep- 
cr.” his syndicated column, Tele- 
vision Guild Forecast (New York 
May 3), Jack 
said: “MEDIC will 
episode leper colony, pleasant no- 
tion.” Mr. sarcastic 
notion” drew sharp retort from Mrs. 
Gertrude North Bell- 
Long Island, disease pleas- 
ant and the inference you are making 
lot more unpleasant than the actual 
disease with modern treatment and 
got protest from THE. 
STAR, too, along with thank you for 
alerting the coming program 
the announcement the 
column was the first 
about it. 

Erskine Johnson, Hollywood, NEA 
columnist (May 12) expounded, “Plans 
for next season’s ‘MEDIC’ shows 
NBC include some shockers leprosy, 
and quack doctor expose...” 
“Shocker” there you have the rea- 
son for our concern. However, this 
point, are hopful that the MEDIC 
episode will “radiate the light 
truth Hansen’s disease.” Properly 
floodlight. 


June 
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Having two the world’s leading 
Hansen’s disease visiting 
Carville the same time was like 
league double header. The 
(very important doctors) Dr. Robert 
Cochrane, London, Technical Medi- 
cal Advisor the American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc., and Dr, James Angus 
Doull, Washington, D.C., Medical Di- 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
got May and were here for 
week busy week filled with confer- 
ences with the local medics, clinics and 
lab sessions. However, the visiting doc- 
tors were not too busy drop the 
oftices THE STAR where they greet- 
old friends our staff and were 
interviewed, 

Dr. Cochrane medical advisor 
disease the Ministry 
Health England and Wales, but his 
work with the American Missions takes 
most his time and brings him the 
States once year. arrived the 
U.S. late April for about six 
stay. left England February and 
his itinerary this trip included India, 
Ceylon, Malaya, Hong Kong, Korea, 
Japan, Hawaii and the States. 

Dr. Cochrane has been work 
for some years, great many which 
were spent India and his recent visit 
that country was like “going home.” 
While working India used DDS, 
the basic sulfone drug, treat Hansen’s 
disease. was the first specialist 
use this drug, before was thought 
too toxic. DDS now used extensively 
the world over. the most economical 
the sulfones and believed just 
effective the synthesized types 
the sulfones, promin and diasone. 

Korea, Dr, Cochrane advised 
the situation, and evidently did 
his usual outstanding job. Dr. Howard 
Brooks, director the American-Ko- 
Foundation said, “It would im- 
possible for over-emphasize the 
importance Dr. Cochrane’s visit here 
and the enthusiastic response has had 
from all people associated with public 
health, have heard technical person 
appraised such terms have been 
used for Dr. Cochrane.” 

Honolulu, Dr. Cochrane took part 


a 


clinics conducted Health Depart- 
ment consultants eye surgery, der- 
and other phases 
treatment. 

During this trip the States, Dr. 
Cochrane lectured number medi- 
cal schools the West Coast, the 
midwest and the east, and the Arm- 
Forces Institute Pathology, Wash- 
ington, D.C. was scheduled lecture 
all day symposium for medical 
niissionaries, home furlough, 
held Atlantic City June, following 
the meeting the American Medical 
Association. 

Dr. Cochrane credited the sulfones 
“the treatment choice” for Han- 
sen’s disease, but said two other 
things are needed along with the sul- 
“common sense and under- 
sianding.” 

“People must know and understand 
leprosy very mildly communi- 
cable disease,” said. discharged 
patient has every right get and hold 
job and live normal life.” 

was inevitable that our interview 
with Dr. Cochrane should “wind up” 
the traditional term applies 
the disease itself but equally ardent 
opponent use the odious word 
for the patient. “leper social stigma,” 
emphasized. But the other hand, 
interesting medical problem.” However, 
Dr. Cochrane readily admits that the 
disease called that name today “is 
not the same disease the Bible.” 

Dr. Doull too gets around visiting 
Carville about once year, “just see 
how things are,” said. Dr. Doull has 
been medical director the Leonard 
Wood Memorial since 1948, and before 
that, was chief international re- 


Dr. Cochrane and Dr. 


Doull 


lations for the U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice. His work continues have inter- 
national scope the Memorial 
worldwide foundation for research 
Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Doull spoke his trip Okinawa 
last summer, where and Dr. Fred 
Kluth, LWM epidemiologist, undertook 
exhaustive study for the Army the 
situation there. They have complet- 
very encouraging report the Of- 
fice Civil Affairs and Military Govern- 
ment, Department the Army, They 
with Okinawa are receiving ade- 
quate treatment. 


Public Health has long been Dr. 
buslness (he was professor 
and Public Health Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, from 
misinformation the part 
the public, the control Hansen’s 
disease peculiarly difficult. Doull 
states, “In endemic areas, health officers 
should lose opportunity publicize 
the actual facts regarding the disease. 
Also steps should taken local 
medical societies bring the atten- 
physicians from time time the 
cardinal points diagnosis, therapy, 
and control. The principal points are 
make diagnosis early and prevent 
association patients with 
young children. Administratively, cases 
should handled local health units 
much the same manner 
losis, without newspaper other pub- 

Dr. R.W. Nielson, Chief Resident 
Surgeon the Confederate Memorial 
Center Shreveport, was 
guest here for several days early June. 
Nielson who will finish his residency 
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HOME DEMONSTRATION 
GROUPS TOUR HOSPITAL 


During May some 331 Home Demon- 
stration Club members leaders 
from Louisiana toured this community. 

The first week May two bus loads, 
women, from Vermillion Parish came 
calling. After hearing talk 
theatre given T.H. Rickman, Jr., 
Director Community Activitives, the 
women were taken tour, guided 

The second week May there were 
busloads, 250 women, from all over 
the state. They were attending the State 
Home Demonstration Council meeting 
Baton Rouge, and the educational 
trip this hospital was arranged 
Mrs. W.T. Monismith and Mrs Camille 
Schexnayder Iberville Parish. Three 
bus loads came the morning hours, 
the other three the afternoon. Again 
Mr. Rickman told them about Carville 
and then they were toured patients. 
They seemed very interested every- 
thing they saw and asked many ques- 
tions about life this community. 

Mrs, Lettie Van Landingham, Ben- 
ton, La., Home Demonstration Agent 
for Bossier Parish, wrote interesting 
account the Carville tour for the 
Shreveport Journal and sent copy. 


CARVILLE COTTAGE BILL 
UNOPPOSED 


According the New Orleans Times- 
Washington Bureau, May 24, 
the Senate judiciary committee 
House approved resolution 
would authorize settlement 
claims involving the erection 
cottages patients the grounds 
the Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, La. There opposition 
measure which passed the House 
May. The Senate expected 
approve the near future. 
bill (HR 5787) was introduced 
Representative Emanuel Celler (D.), 
New York, April 21. 
was introduced the request Secre- 
tary Oveta Culp Hobby the De- 
ment Health, Education and Wel- 
fare. authorizes the appropriation 
sum not exceed $25,000 enable 
the department settle the claims for 
the residential buildings the grounds 
the hospital. 


Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date, renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your easy, 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 
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MAID ISRAEL, Toibert 
Ingram. Nashville, 
Aprii 
1955. 270 pp. $3.00. 

this was book about almost any 
other Biblical character disease, 
review would much easier writ- 
ten. People read stories and novels de- 
scribing people and happenings the 
past and understand that the customs 
and ways thinking are not the same 
those today. But when people read 
“leprosy” the old concept, 
not the new which comes mind. The 
average person still accepts the Biblical 
description being the 
same the clinical symptoms Han- 
sen’s disease and also adopts the same 
social attitude toward it. 

this fact that makes evalua- 
tion book like Maid Israel 
ficult. good story. How far 
imagination should take flight from the 
base known historical fact has always 
been question the mind this re- 
viewer. The author does not seriously 
abuse his rights novelist this 
respect, but his descriptions the way 
prophetic insight was manifested seem 
doubtful authenticity, does also 
the place and influence gives the 
Queen-Mother, Jezebel. Her name not 
mentioned once the Biblical chapters 
Kings 5-7), that narrate 
torical period covered this novel. 
The way which weaves the stories 
these chapters together form 
single plot makes interesting reading 
but the author has failed catch the 
dramatic content these Biblical tales. 

The description Naaman’s leprosy 
follows part the Biblical description 
but the author can find anywhere 
the Bible where speaks the “slough- 
ing off’ hands and feet, this writer 
cannot, Such inaccuracies 
tunate since they tend perpetuate the 
wrong concept already held many 
people. The uncleanness Bible lep- 
rosy was ceremonial ritualistic con- 
dition which applied only Jewish peo- 
ple. Naaman had condition called 
rosy” but did not prevent him from 
being “Captain the host Syria” 
from making his journey Samaria 
visit Elisha. This contrast the 
fate King Uzziah and shows clearly 
the true nature Biblical leprosy. 
mistake identify the Levitical 
ritual requirements with 
physical ailment and think ex- 
isting today. there had been fore- 
word, appendix, which the 
modern concept this disease had been 
set forth contrast the Biblical one, 
real help toward winning the battle 
against the continuing prejudice and 
stigma attached “leprosy” 
public mind would have resulted, 
the old concepts are perpetuated 


even though the author has tried very 
hard, believe, objective and 
factual his approach. One regrets 
say this about otherwise good story 
about very interesting period the 
history Israel’s northern kingdom. 
NCE 
About The Author 

When Tolbert Ingram conceived 
the idea his novel Israel 
about years ago, was 
ofticial Colorado. His avocation was 
the study the Old Testament. 


veteran newspaperman, Ingram 
was financial editor the Denver 
Post and has contributed many 
ness and other publications. was 
executive Clarksville, Tennessee, pa- 
per and later founded the Clarks- 
ville Daily His partners this 
enterprise were Wilson, 
brother President Woodrow Wilson 
and Austin Peay, later governor Ten- 
nessee. 


1914 experimented with the 
carrying news and feature stories the 
form daily newspaper which might 
have been published Jerusalem dur- 
ing Jesus’ life. 


Mr. Ingram, 79, now retired, living 
New Mexico town called 
Consequences.” 


SUPERSTITION UNLIMITED 


“Ghosts with less (they 
would have substantial 
furnish part the background 
thriller-diller “Vanished” Marjorie 
Carleton, published William Mor- 
row and Co., April 1955. 

When the French novelist, Cars 
came with “Siamese cats with lep- 
figured the ultimate super- 
stition had been reached, but Miss 


Carleton seems have topped 
Cars. 


SUBSCRIBERS --- PLEASE NOTE 

done annually, there wili not 
issue THE STAR July. 
combine the July-August issue into one 
number, This the last issue Volume 
14, and will carry our reports 
Forty and Eight and American Legion 
Auxiliary participation the subscrip- 
tion drives. The figures will include sub- 
scriptions received from July 1954 
through June 30, 1955, giving credit 
where due those Voitures and 
Units that have been responsible for 
the tremendous increase our circula- 
tion during the period. 

This combined issue, dedicated the 
veterans organizations appreciation 
their work our educational cam- 
paign Hansen’s disease, will also 
sent the national convention The 
American Legion, Forty and and 
American Legion Auxiliary, scheduled 
for October Miami, Florida. 


June 


GUEST BOOK Cont’d from page 


the Shreveport Hospital July Ist, 
said did not want leave the State 
without first visiting 
going practice medicine Tennessee, 
where his wife attending medical 
school and when she completes her 
course, the Nielsons plan doing medi- 
cal missionary work India. 

Miss Laura Reddig, 
nurse, home furlough from her post 
the Bamenda, New Hope (HD) Set- 
tlement the Cameroons, West Africa, 
“had see Carville” too. She was here 
June for several days. Miss 
was complete charge 150 pa- 
tients before “New got 
ident doctor. Bamenda, operating un- 
der grant from the British Govern- 
ment, agricultural settlement, 
where the patients “raise and 
plant Miss Reddig wrote 
our guest book, will welcome THE 
STAR every month.” 


Miss Alwilda Wallace Chamblee, 
Georgia, where she associated with 
the U.S. Public Health Service 
signed THE STAR’s 
guest book June Miss Wallace 
seized the opportunity visit Carville 
for several days before going the 
Medical Technologists Convention. 

Miss Virginia Hines, registered 
nurse from Science Hill, Kentucky, 
cently came Louisiana undertake 
some very important public work. 
Miss Hines will assist Dr. William 
Meyer, who loan from the Public 
Health Service the Louisiana State 
Health Department, charge Loui- 
siana’s Hansen’s Disease Control Pro- 
gram. Dr, Meyer brought Miss Hines 
meet us. Her sister, Garnnet Hines, 
occupational therapist here. 

Carville callers from far away places 
recent weeks include the 
Education and Health Bagdad, 
Iraq, Dr. Kassab, and Dr. Anna 
Laurentin 
Africa. 

More than 200 the medical technol- 

ogists attending the the 
American Society Medical Technolo- 
gists meeting New Orleans from June 
12-17 took side trip Carville during 
the convention. They came two large 
groups June and 
Among the many scientific papers 
presented the convention was one 
read Carville’s biochemist Sister Hil- 
ary Ross. The paper laboratory aids 
the diagnosis Hansen’s disease was 
prepared Sister Hilary and Dr. Rolla 
Wolcott, clinical director here. 

Miss Ruth Buffington Turner, Occu- 
pational Therapist, both Hale Moha- 
and Molokai, the settleinents 
visited here June. 


Dr. and Mrs. Mellon’s Adventure Humanity 
INSPIRED DR. SCHWEITZER 


Dr. and Mrs, Mellon (“Larry and 
visited Carville May 
They came especially say goodbye 
friends THE STAR and 
Chaplain and Mrs Elder. 


Dr. and Mrs. William Larimer Mel- 
lon, Jr. New Orleans are their 
way the French Republic Haiti 
where they will embark adventure 
humanity, inspired the service 
mankind famed medical missionary, 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer, their friend and 
mentor the philosophy “reverence 
for life.” 


Haiti, the Mellons will open the 
doors Hospital Albert Schweitzer 
near the village Deschappelles, the 
populous, rural valley the Artibonite 
River, miles from the capital city 
Hospital Albert Schweit- 
planned Dr. and Mellon, 
was built cost million dollars 
and paid for Mellon funds through 
the Grant Foundation, charitable or- 
ganization with Pennsylvania 
Dr. Mellon, grand nephew indus- 
titan Andrew Mellon, pres- 
ident the Foundation the 

The 50-bed hospital project should 
completed will have all 
modern facilities. central courtyard, 
planted with fruit trees and vegetables, 
will dedicated Dr. Schweitzer. 

Dr. Mellon planning staff the 
hospital with medical and other person- 
nel from the U.S. The nucleus the 
nursing will four Haitian nurs- 
that were brought the United 
States the Mellons two years ago 
post graduate work. 

the doctors who will work- 
ing with Dr. Mellon soon they can 
get their discharges from the Navy are 
Dr. Harry Nordstrum, EENT special- 


ist and his wife, Dr. Berna Walters 
Norstrum. Dr. Walters, surgeon and 
anesthesiologist, has seen years sev 
vice battleship, 

Dr. Chandler, professor surgery 
Leland Stanford Medical School, 
Francisco, California, who recently re- 
dean, heard about Hospital 
gieat interest the project. Chan- 
dler’s sabbatical leave begins Sep- 
tember and and Mrs. 
have had vacation years, will 
take busman’s holiday when they join 
the Mellons Haiti December for 
least eight months-stay help Dr. 
Mellon formulate policies and get start- 
ed. 

Dr. Mellon has three aims uppermost. 
are, first, serve the 
the Artibonite Valley which has 
population 100,000. want the 
people feel this their hospital,” 
stressed. “Since they are poor but proud, 
will accept token payment even 
only one mango fruit.” 

Second, intends invite recogniz- 
medical authorities visit Haiti and 
demonstrate their operative techniques 
for the benefit Haitian medical men 
women. 

Third, wishes the hospital 
sustaining institution which even- 
tually will owned Haitians. “Un- 
less that happens, the whole program 
will not working the way first 
intended and planned do,” Dr. 
Mellon told THE STAR. 

practicing physician Haiti, real 
old-timer, discussed Albert 
Schweitzer with Dr, Mellon, emphasiz- 
ing two particular needs his country 
one, hospital for mental diseases, 
the other, hospital for Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Dr. Mellon told the old-timer that 
did not feel competent equipped 
take care mental patients, but that 
was more position take care 
During their several visits Haiti, the 
Mellons cannot recall seeing any cases 
HD. Though the country said 
there has been hospital 
established for its treatment. ({n pop 
ulation some four million, Haiti has 
estimated 1500 cases HD, accord- 
ing the American Geographical Soci- 
ety). 

Inspiration follow Dr. Schweit- 
medical footsteps came Dr. Mel- 
lon 1947. that time, was suc- 
cessful cattle rancher Arizona and 
had been service during WWII. 
and his wife read magazine article 
about Dr. Schweitzer’s work Lam- 
They discussed its significance wrote 
Dr. Schweitzer, later visiting him 
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Letter From Australia 
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Greenslopes. 
Mr. HINTON Dear vir, 


Richer Street, Toowong 


Affiliated with the 


National Council views sufferers Hansen's Disease, and Expatients 
‘The Council and their relatives and America and other 


Welfare Countries who are readers Star, the establishment 
organisation Hansen's Disease International'', 
Monies payable direct whose aims would affilaite all organisations, and 
Secretary those people interested the establishment Hansen's 
Disease International basis. 
Warning 
not engage collectors The name Hansen's Disease has been established 
our many hard workers, The Press and Radio Queensland, 


and all organisations Queensland who understand 
our problem. 


There reason why this work could not 
performed International basis, with workers 
every the globe, and this end would like 

the views peoples of.all parts the world who are 
interested abolishing the medieval terms 
and Lazaret. 


Branches throughtout the could 
much educate the general public Hansen's Disease, 
and the same time help sufferers and expatients with 
their many social prohlems. 


sure that Press and Radio all Countries 
would render valuable assistance the cause 
Hansen's Disease. 
Thanking you, Yours faithfully.— 
E.H.HINTON.Secrete 


The American The Star, Hansen's Disease may through this Association, per annum. 
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Hansen’s Disease Around The orld 


Comment Letter From 


There profound and imperative 
need tor action-shaping organiza- 
tion,such the Hansen’s Disease Inter- 
national proposed the letter THE 
STAR from the Relatives and Friends 
Association, Brisbane, Queensland, Aus- 
tralia, appearing the opposite page. 
received this important letter dated 
March weeks ago, but its publica- 
tion was held because space limita- 
tions. 

Since THE STAR attempts, its 
limited way, medium expres- 
sion for patients with Hansen’s disease 
and ex-patients, the world over,and their 
relatives and friends, would re- 
miss our duty did not offer 
act liaison for Hansen’s Disease In- 
ternational, but can this only 
during its exploratory stages. 

permanent organization this kind 
would require its own international 
headquarters, with executive secetary 
and staff, well regional offices and 
representatives various countries. 
However, quote our favorite Chinese 
proverb, journey thousand miles 
begins with but single step.” Let 
have your ideas this subject. “Acts 
undertaken without discussion are fore- 
doomed failure.” Address your com- 
munication Hansen’s Disease Inter- 
national, care THE STAR, Carville, 
Louisiana. 

The formation Hansen’s Disease 
International will, doubt, encoun- 
ter innumerable difficulties and prob- 
lems, administrative and otherwise, be- 
cause the widely divergent conditions 
and attitudes existing different coun- 
tries but none that could not over- 
come men good will. The undeni- 
able fact that the estimated five 
lion more cases Hansen’s disease 
throughout the world, less than two 
per cent are said under treatment, 
reason enough for International. 
But there are many other justifiable 
and fundamental reasons, such 
vital need for program universal 
education combat “prejudice grow- 
ing out ignorance,” recommended 
the Sixth International Congress 
Leprology (Madrid 1953) the report 
its committee social aspects, Such 
recommendations must implemented 
continuing organization they are 
effective. Hansen’s Disease Inter- 
national could it. could also step 
rehabilitation for discharged patients 
and help them find gainful employ- 
ment. 


Australia 
cannot let this opportunity pass 
without applauding the fine work 
the Relatives and Friends Association 
Brisbane under the leadership 
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their energetic Secretary, 
Mr. E.H. Hinton and president, Mrs. 
P.O’Donaghue. The latest project the 
RFA the raising funds build 
home within the Brisbane area for 
physically handicapped discharged pa- 
tients unable work. Queensland still 
segregates its patients the remote 
islands Peel and Fantome Whites 
Peel, Aborigines Fantome. The 
KFA has for many years waged un- 
relenting campaign for the establish- 
ment hospital the main- 
land and they are not giving up. The 
RFA maintains that the “Queensland 
State Government still upholds medi- 
eval methods controlling Hansen’s 
disease. The Health Act controlling 
Hansen’s disease still contains the words 
‘leper’ and and the com- 
position the Act years out 

From the 27th February the 
Decernber 1954, cases Hansen’s 
disease had been detected Australia. 
The greatest number cases reported 
any one State was that Western 
Australia 47, Northern Territory 24. 
cases reported Australia, were 
members the Armed Forces during 
the 1939 war and have been accepted 
for repatriation due 
are Diggers suffering from 
Australia from both World Wars. 


France 


Raoul Follereau, Paris, President 
the Order Charity, again tour- 
ing hospitals and settlements for Han- 
sen’s disease the far corners the 
globe. Mr. Follereau wrote THE STAR 
that was leaving May for in- 
stitutions the Orient. will visit 
Vietnam, Japan, Hong Kong and the 
Philippines. 

The official journal the Ministry 
National Education has published 
decree authorizing the French Academy 
bequest for the foundation 
“Raoul Follereau.” The value 100,- 
francs decreed (used) for two 
things: training doctor and mis- 
sionary travel and study the latest 
the battle against Hansen’s disease. 

tals, about which has written book, 
Mr. Follereau known “Vagabond 
tries and distributed over three million 
francs Hansenaria. One the 


highlights that journey was Mr. Fol- 
meeting with Emperor Haile 
Selassi. They discussed plans establish 
organization fight Hansen’s disease 
Ethiopia. 

Another point high interest Fol- 
lereau was the unanimous approval 
resolution the National French As- 
sembly inviting the Government the 
Republic present its name re- 
quest the United Nations obtain 
international statute Hansen’s 
disease. 


India 


Dr. Hemmerjick, specialist, 
from the Belgian Congo establishing 
control Unit Madras State. 
Vellut, pathologist from Belgium 
will also member the Unit whose 
personnel will include doctors, 
nurses and some Indian staff. They hope 
take the treatment the door 
the patient. They will have mobile 
van, which will drop the staff every 
village with cycle. every village, 
doctor nurse, will dropped who 
will the patients’ houses, treat 


them and help them and then ready 


the road the evening for the pick- 
back the central place. They are 
furnishing their own equipment. 

The Madras State branch the Hind 
Nivaran Sangh having its meet- 
ing the 16th June. will 
conference workers. Mr. Desikan, 
our representative reports, 
awaiting THE STAR. Many 
love it, most like and few criticize 
it.” 

The next training course under 
the auspices Hind Kusht Nivaran 
Sangh (Indian Leprosy Association) 
will held the (HD Research De- 
partment) School Tropical Medicine, 
Calcutta, from the 13th July 12th 
August, 1955. 


Nigeria, West Africa 


Dr. Cap Oliver, formerly member 
Carville’s resident medical staff and 
Mrs. Oliver, began their work the 
foreign mission field early this spring. 
The Olivers are stationed Omu Aran 
via Ilorin, Nigeria. Much Dr, Oliver’s 
work will with patients with 
for which gained year’s experience 
Carville. Mrs. Oliver will teach school. 
Dr, Oliver who hails from the Lone 
Star State writes, “Nigeria British 
Protectorate, one-third again large 
with population exceeding 
million.” 


Indonesia 
Public health authorities estimate that 
there are 80,000 cases In- 
donesia, only 22,000 whom are regis- 
tered. Only half those registered are 
receiving treatment. The country has 
hospitals, plus special clinics. 


OR 


The day before the meeting the 
California Medical Association San 
Francisco May, which Dr. Paul 
San Rafael presented his paper 
titled “Leprosy California” (STAR- 
May 1955), the association arranged for 
Dr. Fasal meet some the newspaper 
the press showed special inter- 
est his paper. 

Dr. Fasal gave the newsmen much 
information possible and when one 
them, during the question period, 
mentioned the word “leper,” Dr. Fasal 
made very clear that this 
word should not used for 
tients suffering from leprosy, 
word does not exist vocabulary,” 
told them. asked the newsmen 
very firmly not use this word and 
“all them took notes and asked 
number additional questions this 
matter,” Dr. Fasal wrote THE STAR. 
was horrified when saw release, 
supposedly the Associated Press, that 
during the whole excerpt paper 
the word ‘leper’ was used continuously.” 

When Mrs, Patricia Nixon, wife 
the vice-president the United States, 
visited the Hansen’s disease community 
Palo Seco, Canal Zone, February. 
Ezra Hurwitz, medical superintend- 
ent Palo Seco, and Mrs. Hurwitz, 
were informed advance the intend- 
visit. The Hurwitz’s have been 
Palo Seco for some years and they 
are devoted their patients. Mrs. Hur- 
witz wrote THE STAR, “We speciti- 
cally requested that the reporters 
instructed not use the word ‘leper’ 
reference our patients, and again 
that morning after the party arrived, 
personally spoke the group re- 
porters and photographers, and asked 
them not use the words ‘leper colony 
‘leper,’ but refer our people 
patients.” 

Needless say, the publicity Mrs. 
Nixon’s visit Palo Seco appeared 
U.S. papers’ reeked with the odious 
word. The patients Palo Seco were 
designated “lepers” and Palo Seco 
was called “leper colony.” The 
were the objectionable terminology 
the publicity. They wrote, “We are 
sure that the reports you have 
received were not submitted local 
Vice-President and Mrs, 
Nixon traveled with press representa- 
tives from the States.” 

One particularly objectionable story 
appeared the tabloid New York 
Daily News, February 25. was not 
only full stigmatic terminology, but 
described patients Palo Seco 
“some with only half face, some with- 
out feet hands.” 

“Although have few blind pa- 
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Words Are Labels 


tients and few cases with mutilations 
the hands feet, course have 
patients with ‘half refuted 
Mrs. Hurwitz, The name “leprosy” 
responsible for such wild exaggerations. 
Writers know stirs emotional fears 
this case, some reporters tend exploit 
the expense truth. 

have cited the California and the 
Palo Seco incidents because they are 
recent. Many more such examples could 
given support our contention that 
practically impossible retain the 
“leprosy” the scientific desig- 
nation the disease, and the same 
time abandon use the word “leper” 
designate the patient. 

the benefit new readers 
should explained that the resolution 
the Fifth International Congress 
Leprosy 
terminology and the Sixth 
Congress (Madrid 1953) recommended, 
“Use the name leprosy should 
retained the scientific designation 
the but “use the term 
leper designation the patient with 
leprosy abandoned and the person 
from the disease designated 
leprosy patient.” 

The International Leprosy 
tion and its Quarterly Journal, the 
American Medical Association 
publications, and the Public 
Health Service are all making earnest 
and sincere effort abandon use the 
odious five-letter word for the patient. 
but even they not always succeed. 

circles might possible retain the 
parent word and abandon the offspring, 
but even some scientists, working 
this particular field, not make the 
distinction. 1954 the World Health 
the United Nations, issued “Leprosy, 
Survey Recent Legislation.” 
Survey used the name “leprosy” through- 
cut the “scientific designation” 
the disease but far from abandoning the 
designation for the 
seemed out the way use 
and over. Ironically the member- 
ship WHO’s “Expert Committee 
Leprosy” composed scientists who 
are prominently identified with the In- 
ternational Leprosy Association and 
were key people the Congresses 
(Havana and Madrid) which the As- 
co-sponsored. Then, too, there 
are organizations bearing titles such 
Mission Lepers” (British) and 
the Lepers” (American) and 
others, One doubts the distinction 
between the two closely related words 
will ever made the popular 


long the current “official tradi 
terminology” adhered to. 
you plant thorny cactus you are going 
raise cactus, and the word leprosy 
the bad seed from which such words 
“leper” and sprout. 

STAR with cuttings from papers and 
magazines throughout the country when- 
ever they contain the words “leprosy” 
Not infrequently there will 
story which both “leprosy” and 
tuberculosis are mentioned the same 
item, Such stories always speak the 
tuberculosis and the patients 
patients, but not “leprosy” and 
“leprosy” patients, indeed “leprosy 
end lepers.” For example, recent story 
the New York Herald Tribune 
Art Buchwald, the European 
correspondant, captioned “Doctor the 
Congo,” told the work Dr. Carl 
which really just series primitive 
one-story buildings and shacks built 
the missionaries themselves, includes 
leper colony where 500 lepers are cared 
for, and tuberculosis hospital where 
patients And again, “The 
lepers and some the patients who 
are healthy enough get small gardens 
where they can raise vegetables for 

People hospitals institutions 
under treatment for any one many 
diseases, which mankind heir, other 
than so-called leprosy are designated 
“patients.” People under treatment for 
Hansen’s disease should accorded the 
simple human dignity. Words are 
labels. 


THE MELLONS ADVENTURE 
from page 

Africa. Then his late 30’s, Dr. Mel- 
lon enrolled pre-med student 
While “Larry” was studying medicine, 
“Gwen” studied laboratory tech- 
nician and she will work side side 
with her husband Haiti. 

The human touch will play vital 
part the administration Hospital 
Schweitzer. Dr, Mellon expressed 
himself the laying the corner- 
stone the hospital last December when 
said French: buildings 
and men and women, hospitals require 
food and medicine administered with 
insight and love, fact all the qualities 
which make ethics. 

“To this task wife and humbly 
dedicate ourselves. May the spark 
‘reverence for life’ which came 
across the Atlantic Ocean contin- 
with real and deep concern for every 
living creature that suffers.” 


June 


| 
\ { 


HOSPITAL DAY 

the photographer went into action, 
Aline Stribbling, president the B.L. 
Spann Unit 188, American Legion Aux- 
iliary (left) had just presented Mrs. 
Shreveport, department 
president the auxiliary, with gift 
tients this hospital, most appropriate- 
Hospital Day, May 12, T.H. Rick- 
man, Director Community Activ- 
ities, the mike, the background 
The Westerners, Baton Rouge band 
directed Junior Jones, shown with 
some the members the Club, 
the Veterans Foreign Wars fun group, 
who brought the band here play for 
the Auxiliary’s party the patio. Mrs. 
(Mom) Miller and Mrs. 
Hooper, also Shreveport, accompanied 
Mrs. Jenkins Carville for the party. 

The Forty and Eight, through Frank 
Nesom, Baton Rouge, provided the cool- 
ing refreshments that were served 
Mrs. Emile Hitzman, 6th district reha- 
chairman, and other Baton 
Rouge auxiliary members. 
purchased from the Lainson Ac- 
tivities project fund the local unit, 
were awarded those holding lucky 
numbers. 


Recently the B.L. Spann Unit 188 
sponsored spelling contest the 
school. Interest this contest has 
keen and the students carried spelling 
every place they went get 
one call the words them, 
and certificates will awarded the 
winners Friday, June 10, when Mrs. 
Jenkins will visit here again. that 
afternoon the students will enjoy 
nic Lake Johansen, sponsored 
the Auxiliary. 

Saturday, May 28, was Poppy Day 
this community. Aux- 
iliary with the assistance some the 
young people sold their poppies and 
raised $52. 
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FORTY AND EIGHT 
SPONSORS OUTING 


The first the summer outings 
Lake Johansen for 
was given the Forty and Eight 
Sunday afternoon, May Arrange- 
were made Frank Nesom, 
chairman the Carville Coordinating 
Committee the Forty and 
Louisiana. The veterans were given 


Sroup enjoying outing Lake Johansen. Frank Nesom Baton Rouge Voiture 340 


Dr. J.B. Frye, School Agriculture, 
Lovisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 
(right) giving Memorial Day address 
cemetery. 

Simplicity and solemnity marked the 
Memorial Day services Monday, May 
30. Dr. ].B. Frye, who served 
now Commander the Boyd Ewing 
Post the American Legion, Baton 
Rouge, gave brief but impressive talk. 
Rabbi Marvin Resnikoff, Baton Rouge, 
prayer for the departed, and 
chaplains Rev. Carl Elder 
and Father Francis gave the invocation 
benediction. 


mixed choir, directed Sister 
Laura, sang patriotic numbers. The 
Marine Corps League Baton Rouge 
brought their firing squad and Carmen 
Cruz sounded taps. The Auxiliary 
members laid flowers the graves. The 
ceremonies were sponsored the B.L. 
Spann Post 188 and Forty and Eight 
Voiture this hospital. 


and Chaplain Carl Elder Voiture 902, Carville, are seen the foreground. 


zble assist manpower the Point 
Clair Lions Club who were happy 
everything possible show the 
patients nice afternoon 
were taken the Lake 
wagons, where the patio furniture had 
been arranged the shade the trees. 
Mr. Henry Wolf Bakery, 


baton Rouge, brought down sound 
truck furnish music and for use 
calling Bingo numbers. Every person 
needing assistance had someone play 
Bingo card for him. Prizes were given 
the winners. Coney Island 
were prepared the spot and 
piping hot, along with potate chips, 
soft drinks and cake. 
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MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE 


The Star Named Bequest 


Have you ever dreamed finding 
named the will relative 
you never knew? Most individ- 
uals have thought wistfully along such 
lines. Now THE STAR not being 
individual could not have entertained 
such rosy dreams, and the editors are 
down earth practical people 
notions sudden windfall ever enter- 
our heads. Nonetheless, THE STAR 
richer now than former years be- 
cause the publication was named the 
last will Miss Harriett Armstrong, 
Huntington Park, California, woman 
never had the pleasure meeting, 
but who through years correspond- 
ence with our Associate Editor Alice 
Desel had become intensely interested 
our work educational publicity 
disease. 

Miss Armstrong devoted great deal 
her time preparing scrapbooks 
jokes and cartoons for distribution 
hospitals. When she would learn 
some hobby, all articles the 
subject were clipped and sent him. 
This was her way bringing happiness 
into the lives others. 

January 1954, Alice Desel receiv- 
letter from Mrs. Verna Souder, 
friend and neighbor Miss 
The letter brought the sad news Miss 
Armstrong’s death from heart attack. 
all felt badly about the 
friend and supporter our efforts, but 
having removed her stencil trom our 
circulation files went along with 
our routine work. 


With postmark Feb.23, 1954, 
envelope addressed THE STAR bear- 
ing the return address David Bas- 
tedo, attorney-at-law, Huntington Park, 
California, reached us. Inside the enve- 
was printed notice from the Los 
Angeles Daily Journal notifying readers 
that hearing the petition for pro- 
bate will and codicil Miss Harriett 
Armstrong would heard March 
12, 1954. thought perhaps her books 
had been willed THE STAR. How- 
ever, were puzzled and promptly 
wrote the attorney for information. 
Shortly after the hearing, heard from 
Mr. Bastedo, wrote, beg advise 
you that THE STAR was given in- 
terest the residue the estate the 
will the deceased. might advis- 
able for you employ attorney 
represent you here.” 

wrote once the then Carville 
Chairman the Forty and Eight, Wil- 
lard Smith, Baldwin Park, Calif., 
giving him what meagre information 
had, and asking that recommend 
attorney the Huntington 
Park area. Mr. Smith contacted Harold 
Pool, Forty and Eighter now Chef 
Gare Voiture 1336, with offices 
Los Angeles. Mr. Pool agreed handle 
the matter legal representative 


THE STAR, and gave him power 
attorney act for us. 

Naturally much correspondence was 
exchanged between Mr. Pool and THE 
STAR. were not prepared for the 
news Mr. Pool’s letters wherein esti- 
mates THE STAR’s share the 
estate ran from low $3,500 
high $9,700 depending the sale 
price property owned Miss Arm- 
strong. Legal fees were discussed and 
Mr. Pool informed that his charges 
would returned THE STAR 
the form subscriptions, with the 
exception actual expenses involved. 

requested and received from Mr, 
Pool photostat the will. was 
written longhand Miss Harriett 
Armstrong August 26, 1952. There 
were bequests relatives and friends 
followed this wording, “Should there 
cash balance hand after all bills 
and bequests are paid, such balance can 
equally divided between The Ortho- 
Hospital (for crippled children) 
2400 So. Flower St., Los Angeles, and 
‘The Star,’ publication the 
U.S.P.H.S. Hospital, Carville, La. 
The Star published the patients, 
has been great help those ill with 
leprosy, now known Hansen’s dis- 

Under date May check 
amounting $7,182.77, signed 
Verna Souder, Executrix the estate, 
was mailed THE This 
has been deposited the bank 
account the publication. 

What intend with this 
money --- shall expand our three 
main objectives. Further promote 
educated public opinion Hansen’s 
disease stressing particular the need 
enlightenment and understanding 
make the road easier for discharged 
patients. Teach office routine and 
printing those patients who are in- 
terested learning. want secure 
additional equipment for office and 
print shop work. Expand our social 
service work among patients here. 
aiso want more assistance 
patients other countries where 
there lack the comforts life. 

There will fanfare, the 
past have quietly helped when there 
was need such assistance, our fu- 
ture endeavors shall continue 
what should done. All these things 
hospital work Miss Harriett Arm- 
strong, work done from her heart 
bring happiness others. 


Sports 
Golf Tournament Held Here 


The Seventh Annual Point Clair in- 
vitational Golf Tournament held here 
May 15, was won M.E. 
New Orleans. turned the last 
qualifying score with 
tie the medalist score posted the 
day before Jimmie Williams Ba- 
Rouge. The shot both men 
new competitive course record. 


Garrett went best Tom 
one-up matchplay and 
shot 33-37—70 win the champion- 
ship. Garrett’s late qualifying, which 
delayed play and his failure report 
the tee when his foursome was called, 
cut the championship flight seven 
when Earl Melancon, Baton Rouge, de- 
faulted Jackie also the 
Capitol City. O’Neil, the only one 
the championship final 
birdie the 18th hole play, fell 
one stroke short tie when Garrett 
canned four-foot putt for 
flight was supposed made 
eight golfers. 

participated the tournament, and 
among these six copped prizes. The 
event this year, last year’s, was limit- 
invited golfers because its popular- 
ity has increased the field 
years the extent that would 
impossible accommodate all interest- 
linksmen one-day tournament. 

The tourney, charge Henry 
New Orleans, City Park Pro 
and assisted Marion Scobell City 
Park Pro Baton Rouge was highly 
competitive and huge success, 
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have confess that had never 
heard before the author Guy des Cars, 
Now have read his novel (Chantal), 
entitled French realize 
that would better for re- 
mains unknown. rule, seldom 
read stories dealing with leprosy because 
know perfectly well, that this reading, 
not only brings satisfaction, but 
gives rise attack anger. 

Guy des Cars’ novel the worst, deal- 
ing with leprosy, that have ever read. 
would impossible collect more 
nonsense, pretension, bad taste and 
cruelty writing leprosy. Many 
pages would required summarize 
the principal absurdities invented 
this author. 

frightens think that this rub- 
bish will filmed. foresee unfortu- 
nately how the film will carried out: 
cocktail debauchery and religion, 
iced with horrific descriptions -of the 
disease. The picture will insist the 
misery the sick, and their pitiful 
lesions make healthy people shudder. 
The result will that the audience 
will leave their seats convinced that 
leprosy the most contagious, dreadful 
and dangerous disease which strikes 
The patients can certainly de- 
rive benefit from this morbid ex- 
hibition their distress, 

Please excuse continue use 
the name “leprosy,” but convinced 
that, changing this. word, the effect 
the general public would give the 
contrary result this one 
heartily desire. 

Dr. Chaussinand 
Institute Pasteur 
XVE, France 


Dr. Chaussinand, associaie editor 
the “International Journal Lep- 
rosy” and member the “WHO Ex- 
pert Committee Leprosy,” one 
this subject. 

Twentieth Century Fox next year. 
(STAR, March 1955). Some our 
have inquired, “what are you 
about it?” have sent 
niarked copies the March STAR and 
this issue Edward Alperson, pro- 
ducer CHANTAL (9100 Sunset Boul- 
evard,Los Angeles 46) and the pub- 
department Twentieth Century 


‘Fox, Beverly Hills, California. One 


our Hollywood contacts, prominent 
research script writer, has been alerted. 
She wrote, believe release until 
Maybe so, but believe 
preventive medicine. 

The femme fatale the novel con- 
“leprosy” from her pet Siamese cat 
which she has had for eleven years. One 
the medical characters the bool: 
“You got from your Siamese 
infected you the day scratched 
you, etc.” Fifty million Frenchmen can’t 
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Mail Bag 


wrong, but novelist des Cars sure is. 
attempted 
trons animals with the Hansen’s ba- 
cillus have been What 
next? 

“We deprecate all situations novels, 
movies, etc., which leprosy and the 
patient are dramatized and not cor- 
with modern knowledge.” This 
quotation from resolution adapted 
the Fifth International Congress 
Leprosy (Havana 1948), The Congress 
past history and did little imple- 
ment its resolutions. But the Interna- 
Leprosy Association, co-sponsor 
the Congress, functions, and its mem- 
could helpful giving Twen- 
tieth modern slant health and 
social problem which 1955 still 
mixed with ancient lore and super- 
stitions. Ed. 


reading your recent article about 
the filming see the 
film dangerous wedding two super- 
stition-laden subjects so-called leprosy 
and cats. 

You have constantly pointed out how 
the public attitude, grounded ignor- 
ance and superstition, has 
Hansen’s disease patient innocent 
victim unreason and inhumanity, 
the history superstition, the cat also 
has been vulnerable target. Medieval 
man saw the cat junior partner 
the witch, and such subjected him 
various tortures and flaming death 
the stake. The superstitions today, 
regarding cats, are less spectacular, but 
there are still people America, who 
believe that cats “take the baby’s 
breath,’ etc. the midst our do- 
cats, the Siamese outlander 
exotic and different and thus par- 
ticularly susceptible target for 
superstition already dormant our 
racial unconsious. 

note that you anticipate the “yowls 
Siamese cat lovers” the plot 
Chantal remains unchanged. would 
like suggest that you assist seeing 
that these yowls routed into con- 
structive channels for preventive cam- 
paign that bring pressure upon 
Century Fox delete the por- 
tion dealing with how the heroine con- 
tracted Hansen’s disease. Such cam- 
paign your part would not mere 
defensive measure, but would provide 
opportunity for the Light 
sons not hitherto reached. Among Si- 
cat lovers specifically, and among 
people concerned with animal welfare 
generally, there are many potential cru- 
saders for the cause common sense 
regard Hansen’s disease, 

our sincere hope that THE STAR 
will, its usual clear and forceful way 
take such steps appear practical 
this matter. 


Nola and Toni Ehrenburg 
Menlo Park, California 

your number THE STAR for 
February 1955 there appears article 
mentioning name which contains 
number inaccuracies which you 
are doubt quite unaware. the cir- 
cumstances hope you will agree pub- 
lish this letter that the true facts may 
known your readers. 

the 22nd and 23rd 
1954, approximately 130 person residing 
the Leprosarium were given leave 
me. these about only were active 
some the remainder had been 
for many years. This was not 
done defiance any order trom the 
Governor which was was 
not removed armed police; was 
notified first compulsory leave not 
Mr. Tang, the Minister Health, but 
the Acting Colonial Secretary. 
time did refuse quit; only remain- 
the island after receiving the Act- 
ing Colonial Secretary’s order for the 
time required pack effects and 
for accomodation arranged the 
mainland. have never denied that 
was working for the Trinidad Govern- 
ment, did not permit patients use 
launch for pleasure cruises around 
the island. said anything about there 
being one chance ten million that 
anyone caught disease from 
one the patients who were given leave 
was casual conversation. 

wish express thanks the 
Honorable Secretary for the Colonies 
for permission publish this letter. 
M.G. Corcos, M.D. 

Nottingham, England 

The news story THE STAR “HD 
nidad, was, for the most part, 
compiled from material found Associ- 
ated Press and United Press dispatches, 
from Reuters dispatch the New 
York TIMES, all datelined Port 
Spain, Trinidad. gave our sources 
when the story appeared THE STAR. 

Although these scources are usually 
reliable, know from experience that 
even the best news agencies are not 
infrequently prone 
when the name “leprosy” concerned. 
attempted verify the Chaca- 
chacare incident and obtain addition- 
information writing Sir Albert 
Rance, Governor Trinidad, Mr. Nor- 
man Tang, Minister Health, and 
Chacachacare’s Sister Superior, Sr. Mary 
Cornile. Not one them deigned 
reply. 

are pleased print Dr, Corcos’ 
letter, but THE STAR reaches only ten 
twelve thousand people, mere hand- 
ful comparison the millions 
people who read the Chacachacare story 
AP, UP, and Reuters dispaches 
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Mail-Bag 
daily newspapers throughout this coun- 
try and abroad. 

commentary B.E.L.R.A. Quar- 
terly (April 1955) published the 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Associa- 
tion, London, Mr. Hoare, Gen- 
cral Secretary, extremely pertinent. 
reprint here. Ed. 

Commentary 


The doctor and patients Chacacha- 
care (Trinidad) offered the press 
unusual tid-bit December, off which 
some reporters made very heavy meal. 
For those who may have absorbed lot 
the following article from the Trinidad 
Guardian January 13th, might serve 

The power Hansen’s bacillus, the 
germ which causes leprosy, infecting 
people extremely low, said 
Dr. A.A, Peat, Director Medical Ser- 
vices, yesterday. said while there 
some risk those who come contact 
with active cases the disease, the risk 
relatively one low degree. 

Dr. Peat explained: 

disease is, know, in- 
fectious disease caused the Hansen’s 
bacillus; this germ’s power infecting 
healthy people fortunately extreme- 
low. While there some risk those 
who come contact with active cases 
the disease the risk relatively one 
extremely low degree, nevertheless, 
there hazard. Unfortunately, have 
little knowledge the degree immu- 
nity, any, conferred contact with 
the infectious case.” 


Control Methods 

“In Trinidad our control methods 
are dictated ordinance dated 1942 
which was drafted Dr. Ernest Muir, 
one the world’s most experienced 
workers insofar Hansen’s disease 
concerned, and man who has given 
some forty years his life the study 
this subject. was sent here with 
Colonial Office knowledge and 
and specifically lay down the pattern 
Hansen’s disease control throughout 
the British West Indies. (Dr. Ernest 
Muir, Hon. Medical Advisor B.E.L. 
flew Trinidad March the 
invitation the Government advise 
any modifications that seem suitable 
the present stage.) 

“During the past four years, so, the 
the patient and the attitude 
those closely associated with him have 
been changed greatly the experience 
resulting from the use sulphone 
use these can promise 
cure patient approximately two 
years, provided treated early the 
course the disease. There move- 
ment towards greater encouragement 
people seek treatment. 

“In two three countries which 
Hansen’s disease one great Public 
importance virtue the 
large number persons infected, there 


tremendous variation from the older 
and well established control principles. 

“It understood that the views 
dictating establishment these major 
changes and the principles change 
themselves have not been universally 
applied. Trinidad today handle 
this disease, sure, more sanely than 
many countries this hemisphere. 
the other hand there is, perhaps, need 
for less rigid and more enlightened 
approach the whole question, and 
early action must taken this re- 
gard, but such action must taken 
constitutional manner, with full legal 
backing and approval Government, 
and the public must first informed 
what has been done.” 


Press Aid Sought 

“The press can much assist 
this matter 

(1) Letting the patients Chacacha- 
care know that many the main- 
land are interested their weifare but 
that changes, any, the control tech- 
niques this disease must constitu- 
tionally sought, accepted and applied; 

(2) Publishing information simple 
language regards the pathology and 
epidemiology this disease and the 
opinion, 

“In this connection congratulate 
those responsible for the editorial 
daily newspaper January 9th, and 
uary 10th. the other hand deplore 
inaccuracies news reports various 
newspapers which have served create 
minds the patients Chacachacare 
which will require many months re- 


“Again, many ill-advised 
tifically and factually inaccurate state- 
ments have not helped improve the 
public’s appreciation the island 
Chacachacare and the lot those 
who reside there, they patients 
Government employees. 

“Actually, about per cent the 
$20 patients Chacachacare are bac- 
teriologically negative for Hansen’s ba- 
cillus; another per cent are 
bacteriologically positive little ex- 
tent render almost impossible 
for them formidable danger 
anyone with whom they may come 
contact. 

“The 130 patients who were granted 
passes the period December 22nd 
December 24th had all but four return- 
the island January 8th and 
those issued passes since then, are the 
majority instances negative 
cases. The public assured that the 
Health Department equally mindful 

(a) Its duty the general public; 

(b) Its service the patients 
Chacachacare. 

appeal those who must give the 


people news pay the greatest regard 
restraint and accuracy reporting 
incidents views; the dangers sen- 
sationalism and inaccuracy this sit- 
uation are truly real.” 


Comment the Commentary: 

Trinidad one many countries 
the world which still isolates its Han- 
sen’s disease patients special islands, 
This archaic practice continued de- 
spite the fact that “island isolation” has 
been formally condemned interna- 
tional medical authorities this dis- 
ease (Havana Congress 1948). Trinidad’s 
Chacachacare Island separated from 
the mainland about twenty miles 
open sea. Letters THE STAR from 
patients there have told about their 
“escape” rowboat from the island. 
This was during the war and there were 
submarine patrols the area where the 
had pass. Nevertheless they 
rowed and some “made it.” 

From this point would seem that 
one the first steps towards “mould- 
ing very desirable public opinion” 
Trinidad would move the Han- 
sen’s disease hospital the mainland. 
understand such move was recom- 
mended Chac’s medical superinten- 
dent back 1947. the germ causing 
Hansen’s disease one “extremely 
low then, why slash the 
patients away some lonely island? 
only natural for the public ask 
that question. Island isolation keeps 
alive the unwarranted stigma attached 
the disease and fosters all the old 
misconceptions about its communica- 
bility, etc. 

The concept island isolation for 
patients with Hansen’s disease, their 
segregation other remote locations, 
stems from the name “leprosy” and its 
Biblical aspects “without the camp 
shall his habitation Though Han- 
sen’s disease not Biblical leprosy, here 
THE classic example guilt ver- 
bal association. Ed. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.), reprints which are available from THE STAR. 

international medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 


ficially change the name the disease. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patiénts for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
.cr periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable ali 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 


practice imprisoning person for life because 


happens sick will done away with. 


announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * 
Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 


end patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 


their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 
* * * * 
Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 


N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any 
social gathering. 
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MODERN 


When thinking members the general public realize that leprosy not 
social stigma, but ordinary disease, less infective and more 
treatment than tuberculosis, and also when the medical profession becomes 
increasingly convinced that leprosy worthy study, then the Middle Ages 
prejudices and fears will disappear and those with leprosy will 
declare their disease, and not live daily, not hourly, terror thai 
dread secret will 

Robert Cochrane, M.D., Fellow Royal College Physicians, Doctor 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. 

From the British Red Cross Quarierly Review. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
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